
Environmental Scan – Factors Impacting Network Priorities – January 2016
The following is a brief baseline summary of the economic, provincial, cultural, demographic and technological factors that influence the functioning of the Edmonton and area Fetal Alcohol Network Society.

	INFLUENCE
	FACTORS

	Economic Influences
	· Economic downturn.

· Unemployment rate increasing. 
· Reduced job opportunities but increase in population growth continues.

· Agencies experiencing staff retention difficulties due to less competitive compensation.

· Rising income inequality.

· Money for hiring but lack of qualified applicants.

· Increased competition between agencies to hire qualified staff



	Provincial Influences
	· Lack of sustainable, multiyear funding agreements with the province.

· Developing social policy.

· Lack of increase in provincial grants funds.

· Increased complexity in contractual obligations with the province (Service Network Program).

· Federal and provincial elections – changing ideology.



	Cultural Influences
	· Edmonton urban centre experiencing an increase in cultural diversity.

· Edmonton attracts a larger share of newcomers relative to other metropolitan centers.

· More than 60 ethnic and cultural groups represented in population. 

· Distribution of population by ethnicity: European (31%), British Isles (28%), North American (11%), East/Southeast Asian (10%).

· Aboriginal people account for 5.6% of the population in the City of Edmonton, representing a 25.7% population increase from the previous census cycle.

· Edmonton has the second largest number of Aboriginal people of major cities, after Winnipeg.

· Over half of Edmonton’s Aboriginal population identified as Métis.

· Aboriginal population is younger than non-Aboriginal population (median age of 25 years versus 37 years).

· Aboriginal youth are less likely to attend school than non-Aboriginal youth, 51% attendance versus 61%.

· Aboriginal men and women are less likely to complete post-secondary education than non-Aboriginal men and women.

· In Edmonton, 32% of Aboriginal people live below the Low Income Cut-Off rate.

· 42% of Aboriginal children under 14 in this city are living in low-income conditions.

· Aboriginal Edmontontonians experience low income at twice the rate of non-Aboriginal Edmontonians.

· Over half of Aboriginal Edmontonians report living with chronic health conditions.

· Higher representation of Aboriginal families with Child and Youth Services involvement.

· Low knowledge of ethnic groups and their relationship with FASD.



	Demographic Influences
	· Rapid population expansion and urban development.

· Population growth strongly favored new neighborhoods and suburbs.

· 31% of city population is in the age range of 25 – 44 years.

· 94% of catchment area population lives in the urban areas of Edmonton, Sherwood Park and St Albert.

· 18% increase of homeless within Edmonton since 2006.

· 69% homeless males, 23% female

· 87% increase in absolute homeless families in Edmonton since 2006.

· Increase seen in homeless youth.

· Decrease in availability of affordable housing and supportive housing in both urban and rural communities.

· Increase in greater metropolitan catchment area population.

· 12.7% of Edmontonians live in love incomes in 2011.

· 17.5% of Edmontonians have not graduated high school in 2011.

· 59% of poor children live in a household where one or more persons are working full-time for the full year.

· Women in Edmonton working full-time earn on average just 75.1% of what their male counter parts do.

· Approximately 27.8% of all children live in families with incomes below the Low Income Cut-Off (LICO) rates.

· Females head 79.9% of lone parent families.

· Over 1 in 5 persons in single parent households live in poverty.

· 63.3% of children in lone parent families and family incomes below the LICO rate.

· Income disparity between non-Aboriginal and Aboriginal populations.

· Increase demand for urban services creates difficulty for expansion within rural areas.

· Intergenerational baby boomer are retiring; Gen X and Gen Y moving in and up.

· Lacking statistics as to numbers of children living in kinship situations or with grandparents.

· 100,810 Edmontonians live in poverty, 27,970 of which are children.

· Rate of mental illness among Edmonton’s homeless estimated at 59%.



	Technological Influences
	· Increased use of Internet and social marketing technologies.

· Increased technology investments.

· Increase training opportunities for all staffs required.

· Costs of technology assets are prohibitive. 

· Decrease in personal communications.

· Need to balance face-to-face and electronic communications.




Data and information was gathered from the following sources:

· Statistics Canada 2006, 2011
· Aboriginal Peoples of Canada Census 2006

· City of Edmonton, Tracking Trends 2013
· 2011 National Population Census by Age and Gender

· Edmonton Homeless Count 2010

· Informal content scanning

· Network Survey 2010

